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Brief information and addresses 


Copenhagen University’s Arctic Station in Godhavn is a scienti- 
fic institute attached to the Faculty of Mathematics and Natural 
Sciences of the University of Copenhagen. 

The purpose of the Station is to provide a centre for arctic 
research, mainly within the biological sciences. 


ADDRESSES: 
The Station in Greenland: 


Universitetets Arktiske Station 
3953, Godhavn, Greenland. 
Cable address: Arktostat, Godhavn. 


The Board of Directors in Copenhagen: 
Universitetets Arktiske Station 
Frue Plads 
1168, Copenhagen K, Danmark. 
Cable address: Arktostat, Copenhagen. 


The Library: 
Universitetets Arktiske Station 
Library 
L.E. Bruunsvej 10 
2920, Charlottenlund, Danmark. 
(Note: the Library has the same address as the “Arktisk 
Institut’, a foundation where several Danish arctic activi- 
ties are coordinated). 


APPLICATION FOR STAY must be sent to the Board by the end of 
January, accompanied by a form which can be obtained from 
the Board. 


REPORT ABOUT THE sTAy must be sent to the Board not later 
than one month after the termination of the stay. The report 
will be printed in the Station’s yearly report, possibly in an 
abbreviated edition. 


REPRINTS: Papers in which material from the Arctic Station 
are used must be offered to the Station, which is entitled to 
buy up to 200 reprints for distribution in the series: “Publica- 
tions from the Danish Arctic Station on Disko Island”. 





Fig. 1. The Arctic Station. In the foreground is the “Sorte Sand” and the Lagoon. 
The buildings are, from left: the new building, the scientific leader’s house, a 
small house for the water pump above the warm brook, the old building with 
the technician’s appartment, the workshop and garage- building. Behind the 
buildings are the gneissic rocks and then the tertiary volcanic layers. 


The Arctic Station on Disko Island, Greenland 


The Arctic Station is situated near Godhavn, on Disko Island 
off the coast of West-Greenland at 69°15’N, 53°34’W. It is pos- 
sible to travel to Godhayn either by air via Sondre Stromfjord 
or by sea from Copenhagen. As a rule the journey from Son- 
dre Stramfjord to Godhavn is made via Egedesminde by heli- 
copter and from there by boat. It takes about five hours to 
sail from Egedesminde to Godhavn. From Copenhagen it is 
also possible to go directly to Godhavn by ships crossing the 
North Atlantic (only a few ships each year), or to one of the 
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larger towns in the vicinity, usually Egedesminde, from where 
the journey is continued by local ships. In the winter it can be 
necessary to go by dog-sled for a smaller part of the journey. 

The duration of the journey depends on the method of 
transportation and on the climatic conditions. It is possible 
to accomplish the flight in less than 24 hours, but more often 
the journey is delayed several days due to bad flying condi- 
tions over the coastal area. By sea the trip can be made in 8 
to 12 days depending on the ships and stations en route. As 
a rule the journey can only be made in the period from April 
to December. There is one hotel at the air terminal at Sondre 
Stremfjord and one in Egedesminde. 

Further details can be obtained from Kongelige Gronlandske 
Handel, Strandgade, 1401, Kobenhavn K, telephone SU 9810. 
Travelers from Scandinavian countries can buy a ticket and 
go to Greenland without further formality. Travelers from 
other contries must have a valid passport to Denmark and if 
necessary also a visa and vaccination certificate, dependent on 
which country they come from. 

The currency is Danish kroner. 


The Station is attached to the Faculty of Mathematics and Na- 
tural Sciences of Copenhagen University. The faculty appoints a 
board composed of three or four scientists representing various 
biological disciplines. At present (1968) the Board consists of: 
professor T.W. Bécher, D. Sc., professor M. Koie, D. Sc., and 
Finn Salomonsen, D. Sc. The board, which has its seat in Co- 
penhagen, appoints a scientist and a technician to the Station 
in Greenland; they also appoint a part-time librarian in Co- 
penhagen to catalogue the books of the library and send them 
from Copenhagen to Godhayn. 

The scientific leader is appointed for a period of three 
years. His main task is to carry out a scientific investigation 
which he has personally suggested and planned, using the 


Station as a base. He will give guests scientific assistance and is 
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Fig. 2. The new building and behind this the scientific leaders house. Behind and 
to the right of the buildings is the “@sterlien’’, the slope of the breccie lave. 


authorized to coordinate the use of the boats and equipment 
which belong to the Station. 

The manager attends to the daily functions of the Station, 
such as the supply of water and fuel, heating, and matters con- 
cerning room and board. Moreover, the Station employs some 
Greenlanders especially to navigate the boats and take care of 


transport by dog-sled. 


Scientists who wish to work at the Station must submit an 
application with a reasonable programme to the Board at 
least four months in advance. The Board allocates priority. 
About twelwe guests can be accommodated. Beds and bedding 
are provided. The manager provides the meals, which cost 
35 kroner (1968) per person per day. It is not possible to be 
on own board. The possibilities for a stay during winter are 
limited. 


GUESTS 
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Fig. 3. The new building. 
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Fig. 4. The new laboratory. 


A licence is required for hunting and fresh water fishing. Per- 
sons who are not residents of Greenland are not permitted to 
hunt sea mammals and the only land mammals they are al- 
lowed to hunt are hares, which are very rare near Godhayn. 
Fishing with trout-net is prohibited. Moreover, there are a 
large number of closed season regulations, about which infor- 
mation can be obtained at the Station. 

The following wild life reserves are situated in Disko Bay: 
Breendevinsskzrene, Rotten and the Satuarssuit Islands near 
Gronne Ejland. Landing is not permitted at any of these places. 


II 





HUNTING AND 
FISHING 
REGULATIONS 


THE STATION'S 
TERRITORY 


The area surrounding the Station is preserved and is thus 
prevented from becoming a built-up area. The area called 
“Engelskmandens Havn” is also botanically protected and is a 
part of the Station’s sphere of interest. 

The area around the Arctic Station offers a great variety of 
different landscape types and biotopes. Surrounding the la- 
goon in front of the Station there is a sand beach community 
on the isthmus and a marsh community along the protected 
shore. Behind the Station, on Osterlien, there is a varied series 
of dwarf shrub communities (moors), low willow scrub and 
very rich herb communities with numerous southern species. 
Above Qsterlien and on many places in the nearby Blesedal 
there are many types of fell fields with extremely sparse vege- 
tation. These open communities are caused partly by solifluc- 
tion, partly by strong wind or weathering. Up in the moun- 
tains, in ravines and along the shady sides there are communi- 
ties dominated by long lasting snow cover. In Blesedal there 
is a large fresh-water lake and there are many smaller lakes 
and waterholes in the bedrock terrain around Godhavn. More 
on the vegetation and the flora in Publ. D. Arct. St., nr. 38 and 
in Bocher, Holmen & Jakobsen 1968. 

The shore just off the Station is a marine foreland made up 
of black sand. The rest of the coastline in the area is either 
rocky shores or steep cliffs. Sand and gravel deposits are most 
common on the deltas built up by the rivers’ discharge. On 
the west side of Disko Island are large sand and mud areas. 
The shore is often influenced by a heavy surf which together 
with the steep cliffs makes landing impossible on long 
stretches of the coast. The vertical tidal range is about 2 
meters; the sea bottom falls off steeply and the 100 m depth 
curve runs close to the coast. In Disko Bugt there is a level 
bottom at 300-400 m with some of the biggest prawn grounds 
in the world. The greater part of the bottom is a flooded 
mountainous landscape. The shore is washed by the West 
Greenland Current during the summer and by the Canadian 
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Fig. 5. The new library. 


Polar Current during winter. In Disko Bugt flow hundreds 
of huge icebergs originating from Jakobshavns Isfjord. Many 
ground just off Godhavn. More on the hydrography is found 
in the Publications from the Danish Arctic Station nr. 39. 


The original building is a two-story wooden structure. On the 
ground floor are the manager’s residence, laboratories and 
two guestrooms. On the upper floor there are seven guest- 
rooms and space for storage. Except for a few of the rooms 
which have a fireplace, the building is centrally heated. Nearby 
there is a brick building containing workshops and garages. 
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Fig. 6. The motor cutter “Porsild”. 


Here a laundry with electric washing machines has been 
set up. 

The scientific leader’s residence is a wooden house with 
120 m? living quarters, a basement and a small extension 
containing a scullery, space for food storage and a spare room. 
The house is centrally heated by an oil stove. 

In 1966 a much-needed new building was opened near the 
Arctic Station. This has to a great extent improved the condi- 
tions for scientific work, in particular during the busy summer 
time. It is a two-story building with running hot and cold 
water, electricity, and an automatic central heating system. 
On the ground floor there are a number of small rooms which 
are used for sorting the material which has been collected, and 


a herbarium, dark-room and washroom. In addition there are | 


some storage rooms containing jars, glassware, preservation 
fluids, chemicals, and various appliances, such as bottom 
samplers, dredges, etc. On the first floor there is a library 
measuring 100 m? and two laboratories, 30 m? and 15 m2. 
The library has a unique collection of books, periodicals and 
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Fig. 7. The “Porsild” ice-bound in the harbour of Godhavn. 
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reprints, in particular dealing with topics concerning arctic 
biology. The two laboratories, which must be shared by the 
scientists present, are supplied with water, electricity, and gas, 
as well as a fume-hood, oven, balances, a few microscopes 
(dissecting and compound), plus the most common laboratory 
equipment and chemicals. Scientists who have special require- 
ments are advised to bring their own microscopes and other 
equipment. 

In all the buildings the electricity supply is 3-phase 220 volts 
A.C., 50 cycles. There is running water but in the winter water 
to the new building must be fetched in buckets from the 
warm spring. There are chemical toilets. Near the harbour 
there is a store house belonging to the Station, and transport 
along the 1.5 km long road from there to the Station is done 


in a light pick-up truck. 


The Station has at its disposal the “Porsild’, a motor cutter 
named after the founder of the station. It was built in 1958/59 
at Holbek shipyard, and weighs just under 20 tons; length: 
36 feet; speed: 7 knots. The motor is a one-cylindered 55/65 
h.p. Hundested. On the boat there is an echo-sounder and 
radio-telephone. The boat can be equipped with a winch for 
small marine-biological gear but not for proper fishing nets. 
There is a cabin before the mast with kitchen equipment and 
four berths, and a cabin astern with two berths; they are both 
oil-stove heated. Amidships under the winch there is a hold. 


There is a small hut belonging to the Station at the head of 
Disko Fjord and a larger one in Nordfjord. They are both pri- 
mitive wooden shacks but can be used for spending the night. 


The township of Godhavn consists of the town Godhavn, 
which has a population of approx. 800, and the two trading 
stations, Kronprinsens Ejland and Disko Fjord, each of which 
has approx. too inhabitants, and the Loran station Nipisat 
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Fig. 8. The “Porsild” in front of a glacier. 


with approx. 30 inhabitants. The languages in use are Green- 
landic and Danish. 

Godhavn is a town which has developed around the excel- 
lent natural harbour and near the, for Greenland conditions, 
exceptionally good water supply from the warm springs where 
the water is 2-4°C throughout the year and never freezes 
during the winter. 

There is a school with four or five teachers as well as a hospi- 
tal with a doctor and some nurses, a dental clinic and a church 
with a clergyman and a catechist. The electricity (220 volts 
A.C. 50 cycles) is supplied by a modern power station. On the 
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whole, Kongelige Gronlandske Handel (K.G.H.) takes care of 
the town’s supplies, whereas works of construction and main- 
tenance are seen to by Gronlands Tekniske Organisation 
(G.T.O.). K.G.H. has a shop, an office and a warehouse. The 
shop has an extensive stock of goods, and any reasonable de- 
mands in regard to clothing and provisions can be satisfied. 
Moreover, there is a selection of skiing equipment, appliances 
for photography, fishing, hunting and camping, as well as 
tobacco, wines and liquors. Powdered or condensed milk is 
obtainable. Meat can be gotten either frozen or tinned from 
Denmark or fresh from the local game such as wild fowls, 
seals, whales and fish. K.G.H. has a monopoly on the trade of 
certain goods. There are also a few private shops. 

G.T.O. has some workshops and a stock of spare parts and 
materials for the cars, electricity, plumbing, etc. A number of 
Danish and Greenlandic skilled labourers are employed by 
G.T.O. There are also some private repairmen in the town. 

In Godhavn there are a large number of institutions; besides 
the Arctic Station there are the following: 

THE IONOSPHERE-STATION: measures the ionospheric condi- 
tions, radio astronomy, earth currents, etc. It is manned by 
at least one Danish scientist and, at times, several. 

THE MAGNETIC OBSERVATORY: measures the terrestrial mag- 
netism, aurora borealis, sunhours, temperatures and precipi- 
tation. It is manned by a scientist and a couple of assistants. 

THE TELEGRAPH STATION: collects facts about the weather for 
ICAO. It is open day and night also for telegraphs and radio- 
telephone calls. It has a teleprinter centre and is manned by 
18 telegraph operators and technicians. 

THE RADIO STATION: retransmits the programme from Green-. 
land’s broadcasting-service in Godthab to the towns in North 
Greenland, from Upernavik to Holsteinsborg. 

THE LORAN STATION “NIPISAT’ is a part of the North Atlantic 
line of radionavigation and is situated approx. 40 km west of 
Godhayn. It is manned by 30 men. 
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Fig. 9. An example of the seasonal variation of sunlight, air temperature, sea ice 
and sea surface temperatures. 


The buildings of the Arctic Station are erected on precambrian 
rocks on the border of a tertiary basalt breccie which stands 
as a steep slope, “Osterlien’’, just behind the station. 

The town of Godhavn is also situated on precambrian rocks. 
Between the mounds there are elevated marine layers. To the 
south, in front of the buildings, there is a lagoon which receives 
fresh water from the hot spring which supplies Godhavn with 
drinking water. The lagoon is closed off from the sea water in 
Disko Bay by a marine foreland called “Sorte Sand” which con- 
sists of black basalt sand which is washed down from the 
mountains by “Rede Elv’ (Red River). “Rode Elv” has its 
name from great amounts of suspended red particles. 

The black basalt sand comes from the enormous tertiary 
covering of plateau lava and vulcanic ashes which covers most 
of Disko Island and the Nugsuaq Peninsula north of Disko. 
There are numerous layers of coal on the north coast of Disko 
and on Nugsuaq. The coal is mined at Qugdligssat. 
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Godhavn has an arctic climate. The diagram fig. 9 indicates 
the daily maximum and minimum values for the air tempe- 
rature in the year 1959/60, and will give an approximate idea 
of the climatic conditions. It is seen that the summer tempera- 
tures are fairly high. On calm and sunny days it is nice and 
warm but the mosquitoes see to it that one keeps ones clothes 
on; efficient mosquito repellent is absolutely necessary! Storm 
and fog are common in the summer. Rubber boots, wind- and 
water-proof clothes as well as a knitted cap and mittens must 
be recommended for sojourn during summer. The “Foehn” 
(a warm wind coming down from the inland ice) is characteris- 
tic for the winter. These storms are reflected on the tempera- 
ture charts by jumps of 20°C or even more in just a few 
hours, and are accompanied by violent wind forces. If journeys 
of long duration are to be made by dog-sled, Greenlandic fur 
clothing is indispensable. The sea off Godhavn is covered with 
ice from December until May. The fjords are frozen from 
November until June. In the summer the surface temperature 
is just less than 10°C and the local boys bathe in the brackish 
water lagoon in front of the Station. 

The midnight sun can be seen from the end of May until 
the middle of July and the sun is below the horizont from 
Dec. rst. until Jan. 13th. It is necessary to use sunglasses from 
March until July because of the glaring light. 


The Arctic Station was founded in 1906 by the botanist Morten 
Pedersen Porsild. Dr. Porsild was head of the Station until 
1946, and was succeeded by Paul Gelting, also a botanist. In 
1953 the Station became attached to Copenhagen University. 
Since 1954 the following have been scientific leaders of the 
Station: 1954-1958: Ulrik Rogen (limnology), 1958-1961: G. Hep- 
ner Petersen (marine biology), 1961-1964: Simon Legard 
(botany), 1964-1967: Torben Andersen (ornitology), 1967-1970: 
Jens Bocher (entomology). 
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Publications from the Danish Arctic Station 
on Disko Island, Greenland 


In the series “Publications from the Danish Arctic Station on Disko Island, Green- 
land” (= Arbejder fra Den Danske Arktiske Station pa Disko) the Arctic Station 
publishes reprints of papers in which material from the Arctic Station is used. 
Whenever material from the Station is used the author must send a reprint 
to the Board, and the Station must have the privilege of buying up to 200 co- 
pies; these will be distributed to the exchange connections of the Station, as part 
of the above-mentioned series. It is requested that papers be forwarded either 
as the original manuscript or as first proof. In the series there have especially 
appeared papers which are reprints from “Meddelelser om Gronland’’. In the 
period from 1910 to 1967 the following 44 papers have been published: 


1. Porsitp, M.P.: Hvor opholder den gronlandske Laks sig om Vinteren? (Re- 
printed from Meddr Gronland 47, 4: 229-236, 1910). 

2. — List of Vascular Plants from the South Coast of the Nugsuaq Peninsula in 
West Greenland. (Reprinted from Meddr Gronland 47, 5: 238:248, 1910). 

3. — The Plant-Life of Hare Island off the coast of West Greenland. (Reprinted 
from Meddr Gronland 47, 6, 1910). 

4. — Actinometrical observations from Greenland. (Reprinted from Meddr 
Gronland 47, 9: 361-374, I911). 

5. — Une arme ancienne de chasse des Esquimaux et son analogue de la culture 
prehistorique de France. (Reprinted from Meddr Gronland 47, 10: 377-380, 
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